Medical decisions.
In relation to the application of decision theory to medical problems, a description is given of the terms 'probability', 'utility' and 'coherence'. The use of utilities is illustrated by comparing the outcomes of various methods of palliating terminal renal failure. The use of Bayes' theorem in incorporating additional information is described. Reference is made to specific clinical applications of mathematical methods. Some general comments are made on the way in which clinical and other medical decisions are reached.